Outcome of a school screening programme for carriers of haemoglobin disease.
To assess the impact of a screening programme for haemoglobinopathies which was organised from 1978 to 1985 in high secondary schools of the Marseille region. Several variables that reflected the influence of this preventive programme on the uptake of prenatal diagnosis were investigated. To evaluate the partner's uptake for the testing, a letter was sent, together with an anonymous questionnaire, to all the haemoglobin carriers detected in this programme. To evaluate the number of prenatal diagnoses, the charts of all couples from the Marseille area who underwent genetic counselling for haemoglobinopathies were compiled. The number of affected children born between 1980 to 2000 was recorded, and the cases in which one of the parents had previously been screened at school were noted. Half of the carriers replied to the questionnaire: 86% knew that they have to test their partner. Six carrier couples were identified, four asked for genetic counselling and requested eight prenatal diagnoses, two couples did not request genetic counselling and have had two affected children. Despite the time lapse between screening, informing, and pregnancy (mean 15 years), the information was well conserved and resulted in testing of the partner. The screening programme was effective in motivating requests for prenatal diagnosis.